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GENERAL SUMMARY.

With the exception of the third week of the month the
weather was too cold for normal plant development, and in
places plowing and planting operations were delayed by rains
and the cold, wet condition of the soil. It was the coldest
May since before 1878. Freezing temperatures occurred over
much of the north two-thirds of the State during the first decade
and in the northern divigion on the 23d. By the latter date
vegetation was somewhat advanced, and early vegetables and
other tender plants were killed. The frost damage in the cen-
tral and southern counties was unimportant.
fully ten days backward. Corn plowing and planting continued
throughout the month, but the planting bad not been entirely
completed at its close and very little cultivating had been done.
Much of the wheat was plowed up, but the remaining fields
showed some improvement, and oats were reported in excellent
condition in all parts of the State. Mcadows, pastures, and
vegetables were backward. Except for the failure of the peach
crop, the condition of fruit was satisfactory. The rainfall was
quite heavy in parts of the south half of the State, but no rec-
ords were cxceeded. Large hailstones fell at a number of places
on the 26th, the sizes of the larger ones being reported as follows:
Morrison, 6 to 9 inchesin circumference; Joliet, 1'1-4 by 4
inches; Charleston, 2 1-2 by 1 1-2 inches; Mattoon, as large as
a baseball. Although the number of thunderstorms was not
unusually great, several destructive wind storms occurred during
the month.  On the 9th, at Macomb, there was minor damage
to trees and buildings, and a man was killed by lightning.
A wind storm in Hamilton and White counties on the 21st,
gsaid to have had a funnecl-shaped cloud, caused property
damage of $10,000 to $15,000. One person was injured and
one was reported killed. On the 30th there was a $2,000

The season was

. logs to buildings at Dudley, Edgar County, trees were up-

rooted in other parts of ceritral Illinois, and severe thunder-

squalls in Alexander and Pulaski countics caunsed the death of | 1897

five persons and property losses of at least $200,000. The
tornadic storms of the 26th and 27th are discussed in detail in
a special article on page 40 of this number.

TEMPERATURE.
Mild temperaturcs obtained from the 15th to 21st and on the
26th, the 19th being the warmcest day as a rule.
the month was unscasonably cold, with a deficiency of more

“than 10° from the 8d to 7th and 22d to 23d.

The rest of |,

PRECIPITATION.

The precipitation averaged almost normal, but some of the
individual station amounts were rather heavy. “In the south
half of the State a number of stations reported totals of more
than 5 inches, and at some of these there was an excess of 1 to
4 inches. The least rain fell in the north-central section, where
the amounts are 1 to 2 inches below the normal. The first
decade was showery in the central and southern divisions, the
second was dry, and the last was rainy. Snow fell throughout
much of the central division and at several stations in the north,
oceurring principally on the 4th. At Springfield it was the
latest snow on record. The snow melted as it fell and, with
one exception, no measurable amounts were recorded.-

PRESSURE, WIND, HUMIDITY, AND SUNSHINE DATA.
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Peoria......... 20.95 | 30,29 | 14| 29.43122| 7.8 30 | n. 8 7 59 | 61
Springtield ....| 29.93 | 30.28 | 14 | 29.33 | 22| 8.7 30| nw. | 3 6 62 | 61

COMPARATIVE MAY DATA FOR THE STATE.
Temperature. Precipitation. Numnber of days.

. — =t

= |8 . ‘ . =
= < =@ . 22
. 9 T |88 g 5
Year. ¢ . ‘ g | E4| o [2E 2 s
Sl d g | 8| 2 1388 Ey T8
sl B & 85| 8 538558 5|E| R

b R N & 18| - B2 2| 5512

2] & |[E S| <] & |8 | =285 8|84

5.45

+4.27

293

4.12

AT

.1 5.4l

4.8

3.97

4225

. 814

4.34

3,28 .

2.38 0.0
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4.02 0211112 8«11 s.
7.76 T 1BV 911 ] sw.
4.01 T. |10} 15 8‘ als.
4.96 JALT I 8 10w,
1.92 6119 8 4 |sw.
3.84 1015 91 7| sw.
3.09 §114] 7, 8] sw.
2.30 7119 N! 4] sw.
6,99 151 81 914 sw.
4. 69 12112110 9| sw.
| 4.22 11;]'2 9110 ne.
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.
Climatological data for May, 1917,
' Temperatute, in degrees Fahrenheit. Precipitation, in inches. |Number of days.
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Northern Division.
.| Mercer ........... 738 {17 | 66.6 | —4.7 89 19 32 ENE 17 | 2.59 00| 719 3| 9 e. Prof. Fred N. Taylor..
Lake ... 770 | 16 | 5L | ~5.3 87 17 | 31 31 36 | 16 |2.41 T. 6|23} 3| &6|e. George B. Bartlett,
.| Kane ... 678 1 38 | 52.6 | —6.5 89 19 28 10t 40 | 47 | 3.96 0.0 71171 51 9| ne. | Miss Alice M. Holden.
Chicago .| Cook . 8§24 1 43 | 52.6 | —3.9 83 19 37 23127143 3.41 T, |11 (12§ 7112 | n. U. S. Weather Bureau.
Dixon .. lee......... 696 | 27 | 3.4 | —6.4 87 18 29 7037128503 0.0 9|19 8! 4| ne. | H.U.Bardwell.
Dwight . Livingston . 641 | 24 | 54.6 | —6.6 90 19 31 7t 38 | 24 | L&Y 0.0 8[12] 613 | ne. | Kdward 0. Weleh,
Elgin ... .| Kane....... 717 {10 | 83.4 | —6.6 87 19 30 10 | 37 { 10| 2.83 G0 | 8]13112! 6| ne Elgin Observatory.
Freeport. . .| Stephenson. 762 (12 | 53.5 | —4.8 87 18t 30 71391131399 GO 914 6111 | w. Neil T. Lutes.
Galva .. ..l Henry..... 849 | 25 | 54.8 | —6.38 90 19 30 5t 37 {41 | 4.14 0012116 1|14 | ne Prof. 1°. U. White.
Henry ..i Marshall.. 491 [ 29 | 56.4 | —5.8 91 19 33 73513928 0.0 B[ . .ot George Hulbleib.
Joliet. Wil 609 | 26 | 62.1 | —8.8 89 19 27 10 | 43 [ 26 | 2.63 T. 7117 6| 8 me. | ¥.M. Muhlig.
Kankakee .| Kankakee 631 1[584.11.,..... 90| 19| 27 10 |41} 1/3.28 T. | 9]17] 1|13 |n. |JamesW. Rice.
Minonk... .| Woodford 751 (24 [ 65.6 | ~6.9 | 89| 18t 31 51| 40 | 24 | 1.87 0.0 9|11 7|13 |mne. | JohnC. Danforth,
Monmouth . .| Warren... 776§ 25 | 86.4 | —5.9 89 19 30 51 30 | 25 | 3.32 T. | 9]112[10] 9| ne. |{J. R. Stevenson.
Morris. ... .| Grundy. 549 | 515841 ....... 90 19 29 10 |40 | 6| 2.51 00| 8114| 6! 11 ] ne. | E.G.Cryder.
Morrison ... .| Whiteside. 685 | 23 | 84.1| —6.2 89 18| 30 7139231327 00| 8116 7| 8imne. |8 A Maxwell
Mount Carroll.. .| Carroll . 817 [ 28] 541 —7.0 90 187 29 71881282797 T. | 4120 5| 6{ne. | Prof. ). H. Browning.
Ottawa . La Salle .. 480 | 31 | 64.6 1 —7.0 92 181 32 42450, 0.0....{23| 5| 3|sw. | Harold D. Sanders.
TPontiac. Livingstoun . 647 | 16 | B6.2 : —6.2 90 19| 32 536156201 T. {10 4|19| 8| ne. | George Butterworth.
Rilevif . McHenry. 956 | 58 | 2.0 . —b5.2 &8 19 20 23 13458314 00|10 5118 B|n. John West James.
Rockford. Winnebag 750 | 25 | 33.5 1 —5.2 89 19, 30 7t 40 | 38 | 4.47 0.0 B|19] 41 Bl...... Dr. John R. Porter.
Htreator , . .| La Salle 625 | 24 | 4.4 1 ~7.1 89 st 32 7T 38 | 24 | 2.560 0.0 8{15| 4] 12| ne. | Miss Lora Sweetser.
Syeamore .1 Dekalb ... 840 | 37 [52.4 | —5.9 | 881 19| 20| 10|39 37415 0.01 8{11| 6|14 ne. |GeorgeE. Valentine.
Walnut .| Bureau 714 | 26 | 5460 —7.8 [ 91b) 18 308 51| 36b| 26 |...... [ 2 DR DR (RS PO P 0. C. Nussle.
Averages and .
exXtremes ... liiiiiiiiiieeneens e 5.1 —6.0 92 18t 27 10 | 43 |. 3.13 | —1.02 | L9 | T. 8116 | 7| 9| ne.
Central Division.
Alexander..... -..| Morgan .. 670 | 24 | 57.3 | —6.5 88 19 513624 (3.95| —0.20 | 1.24| T. | 12| 9|10 | 12| nw. | George H. Hall.
Bloomington .. MeLean... 830 | 26 | 55.6 | —i.6 9 19 51388127 (8,25 ~1.45 (101 0.0 8|10 6|16 ne. | Prof. H. N. Pearce.
Carlinville. .| Macoupin 627 | 27 | B7.4 | —6.9 87 19 5137133493 4077 {127 00|14} 4720 | 7)ne |Dr.f D.Conley.
Charleston ..| Coles ... 686 | 32 | 56.6¢) —7.0 s8¢l 19 5t 41 38 | 7.76 | +8.97 | 2.34 | 0.0 | 1L [....iv . ]eer]ennnns State Normal School.
Clinton .. .| Dewitt 760 { -8 [ 56.0 |....... 88 19 5H 85| 8528 ..., 1,35 T. [13[12}14| 5| nw. | J. Frank Ziegler.
Danville. Vermilion 603 | 15 | 56.8 | —7.8 39 19t 5 39 (16| 5,74 | +2.16 { L.91| T. |12 |11 8|12 | nw.{ J.J. Lemon.
Decatur.. Magon. . 682 | 26 | 57.4 | —6.1 88 19 518630 )4.66|40.69 096 T. |15[10| 91| 12| ne. | Prof..J. . Coonradt.
Griggsville Pike.... 695 | 32 | 58.6 | —5.6 85 19 33 582136441 —0.27 |09 0011210 14| 7...... George I. Kneeland.
.| Masom .. 478 | 25 | 87.5 | —6.6 90 19 36 51| 41 |33 [ 4.84 | +1.0L [0.65 | 0.0]14 |12 | 2|17 | nw. | L. L. Euteneuer.
Moutgome: 626 | 23 | 87.4 | —7.3 86 19 82 5135 (23 6,44 +2.19 12,02 0011612 |13 | 6]s. Sain Little.
Vermition 717115 | 66.0 | —6.3 90 19 32 3815|474 4068 1.50| T. 11|11 | 14| 6}...... 8. I. Hoskinson.
Hancock.. 652 [ 38| 67.9 | —4.9] 88| 18f 82 51 86 | 46 | 3.52 | —0.86 | 0.85 | 1.5 |31 |11 |12] 8| ne. | George E. Campbell,
Logan.... 575 | 29 [ 86.9 1 —6.1 89 19 30 7140 |28 | 4.54 | +0.46 | L.44| T. [14]12 10| 9| n. Prof. C. 8. Oglevee.
Eftinghain 601 | 6|56.81....... 5] 19 32 5t 371 6]6.26........ Ly2| T. (14| 2| 14|15 sw. |J.C. Spitler.
Christian 626 | 18 | 57.0 | —6.5 86 19 33 5132 118|472 +L24 L8| T. 111; 9]115| 7| m. J. D. Lowis.
Palestine . Crawford. 454 | 35 ! o5.4 | —5.6 85 19 35 512935378 +0.18 (0.8 0.0 13| 6{ 9|16} sw. | Duane Shaw.
Paua.... Christian 696 | 31 0 567.7 | —5.7 87 19 31 5133 (33/5.77 | +1.61 | 1381 0014|121 8|11 | nw. | . B. Miner.
Paris.. Edgar. 739 124 | 677 ~6.8 87 19 32 5137|279 +401 248 T. |11 |13]14 | 4| ne. | H. P. Twyman.
Peoria ...; Peoria 609 | 62 .6 5. 88 19, 33 5133 (62(2404 —1.86 1 L27| 0.0 14| 91111l |n. |U.S. Weather Bureau.
Quiney ... | Adams.... 488 | 6 3. 5 89 18 35 534 (1242 | +0.13]0.78| T. |11 12| 9110 | m. ¥red J. Brinkoetter.
Rushville....... ...| 8chuyler.. 683 | 26 . &9 19 32 5|84 |2 [4.01| =02 |11 T. 9 (12| 6|13 | n. .| H F.Dyson,
SPRINGFIELD. ... SANGAMON . 636 | 38 59 19 35 5130 138(8.93] —0.56]107| T. 14| 7 /11|13 w. SECTION CENTER.
Urbana......... ...| Champaign... 743 | 16 86 19 34 5Hu2 |15 |4.01 | +0.85 | L37| T. | 12| 710 14 | ne. | University of Illinois.
White Hall . ...| Greene...... 5781 9 0 19 33 5/40 | 161491 | +0.14 | 152 0.0 |15[11 |10} 10 | s. R. B. Pearce.
Windsor............... Shelby «ovveeenen. 685 | 18 86% 19 30" s{ush 18696 +218 150 T. [12] 9| 9|13 n. Herbert Rose.
Averages and i
[543 () LT Y PP R 57.1 | —6.3 1 90 19 30 7t 41 477 | +0.64 [ 2.48| T. {1210 {11 |10 | n.
“Southern Division.
Albion ... Edwards.......... 511126 | 59.3 1 —%.5 88 19 36 532130 | 4.13 | +0.08|1.30 0.0|11 |10 12| 9sw. | B.F. Michels.
Anna, Union ...... 682 | 34 | 61.42 —5.8 860 19 37 5320 34 [3.78] —0.62 ] L13| 00| 9{156{ 5|11 |n. Dr. James 1. Hale.
Cairo........ Alexander 359 | 46 | 61.8 | —5.7 86 31 41 527146172 —21110.73! 0.0 8|11 7!13 | n. U. 8. Weather Bureau.
Carboundale. Jackson 416 | 12 | 60.6 | —7.4 87 19 35 8139|2698 +3.4213.67| 0.0|12|16; 9| 6| nw. | Prof. F. H. Colyer.
Du Quoin... .. Perry..... 468 | 29 | 60.0 | —7.2 | 87 20 36 5t 37 | 28 [8.94 | +0.20 1 1.69 | 0.0| 9{17| 5| 9|sw. | G. H. Knetzger.
Equality . .+ Gallatin .. 404 | 19 | 61790 —5.9 874 19 364 8t 328/ 19 | 5,05 | +1.65 | 1.35 | 0.0 | 9716| 7| 8| sw. | Victor Pearce.
Fairfield .- Wayne.... 451 | 24 | 58.8 | —7.2 87 197 35 53927303 —0.62]066| 0.0|10[20]| 7| 4{sw. | Prof. H.D. Willard.
Flora....... . Clay.... 490 | 31 | 58.2 | —56.9 85 191 34 5|29 |43(6.73 ) +1.74 112 0.0{18|12( 9|10 w. [ Prof. F. H. Torrence.
Greenville.. .. Bond..... 563 | 3971 59.4'| —b.1- 90 19 34 5134|3582 ]+106|1.54| 00{10(15| 5|11 |sw. |J.L.Mouroe.
McLeansboro. Hamilton 500 | 34 | 59.5 | ~5.8 86 19 36 531 |¢ 4.03 | +0.27 |1.73 | 00112 7| 915 | nw. | A. E. Wilson.
Mascoutah.. .. St. Clair 425 | 27 | 68.6 | —6.4 89 19 34 5.3832(3.681—0.95.0.79} 00]12|11}10j10) se. Dr. Robert F. Lischer
Mount Carmel. . Wabash... 465 | 15 | 59.8 | —6.4 88 19 39 5f, 33 1841370 +0.1310.74| 0.0 131012 | 9|sw. | Mrs. H. M. Phillips.
Mount Vernon.. Jefferson.. 463 | 23 | 69. 6% —6.4 g78 19 36 51 34% 23 [ 3.66 | —0.15 | 1.17 | 0.0 12 |....f....[....| sw. | Norman J. Sugg.
New Burnside... Johnson... 600 | 22 | 58.4 1 —6.6 85 19 33 6(3923)4.63] +0.92|1L21| 0.0[13|12| 9|10 | nw. ! Miss Mae McCabe.
Iney Richland . .| 484 | 30 | 57, —6.8 86 19 34 57 38 (81484 | +L08|123| 00|11 8|17{ 6| nw. | JohnT. Ratelitfe.
Sparta........ooeeinnn. Randolph......... 534 | 31| 59.8 | —5.7 87 19 35 5133 |8L]4.63| +0.74 | 204 | 00| 8[11] 713 | nw. | W. I Clendenin.
Averages and
5339 (5341 1T SR DR N PN 59.7 | —6.3 90 19 3 6 (39| 4,50 | +0.64 | 3.67| 0,0 ]11}13 9] sw.
State averages . .
and exXtremes. .| .o..oouiieiiiiiii i o 56.6 | —6.2 9 18t 27 10 {43 |, 4.22 | +0.15 | 3.67 11112 910 ne.

The departures from normal temperature and precipitation are computed only for such stations as have ten or more years of record, but all complete reports are used in

determining division aud state averages. .
Reference letters, ®, ", ¢, ete., appearing in the table indicate number of days missing; for example, » represents two days, ete.

T., Trace, or less than 0.01 inch precipitution or 0.1 inch unmelted snow.

11 Post Office address, Marengo.
T Also on subsequent dntes.
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Daily precipitation for May, 1917.

Stations. Watersheds. 1128145 6l 71 8(9}10 11!12 13 114 15'16 17|18 (19|20 | 21 |22 | 23|24 {25 |26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31 |Total.

Northern Division.

Aledo.... ...| Mississippi..
Antioch.. ..} Illinois.
Aurora .. ..} Illinois .
Chicago* .| Lake Michigan.| .02
Dixonlll. ..| Mississippi...... 1.
Dwight.. ..| MMinois .

Elgin .. .| Nlinois.

Freeport
Galva |l fi.
Henry || ..

Mississippi..
..| Hlinois...

.| 1linois .
Illinois .
Illinois .

Joliet......
Kaunkakeeli ||
Minonk ....
Monmouth .
Morris. ...
Morrisont.......
Mount Carroll
Oregonn.....
Ottawa .
Paw Paw .
Perull || ...
Pontiac,

..| Illinois
..| Nlinois ..
.| Mississippi.
..| Mississippi.
..| Illinois . ...
.| Mississippi.

Riley .......
Rockfordll I,
Streatorlll. ...
Sveamorell]l. .

Tiskilwa...... ..| Ilinois .. ...
walnut....cooovnee Mississippi
Central Division:
Alexander 3.95
Astoria......... 398
Beardstown||l......] T o
Bement......... . ssissippi. 4.56
Bloomington . .. Illinois .... 3.25
Camp Point .. ..| Iinois .. 4.20
Carlinville.... .| Tllinois .. 4,93
Casey....... Wabash ... 3.16
Charleston.. Wabash . 7.76
Clinton... Illinois 5.23
Danville. . Wabash 5.74
Decatur] | Nlinois 4.66
s Fairview ... ..| Ilinois .. 2.64
Grafton]|l.. ..| Mississippi. 5.51
Griggsville.. .. Hlinois.... 4.41
Havanallll.... .| Minois.... . 4.84
Hillsboro || |I.. .| Mississippi, K: 6.4
Hoopeston...,. Wabash.... . 4.74
La Harpe... ..| Ilinois .. . 66 . 3.82
Lincoln... ..} Hlinois .. . | .66 . 4.54
Macomb .. .. . Lilinois .. .19 .57 PN P 4.58
Montrosell|l.........| Wabash.. . 06| .2 6.26
Morrisonville, ..{ Mlinois .. T. .07 .49|. T.1T. 4,72
Newton....... ..| Wabash.. .08 .51 T. [....| T. 5.20
Palestine . .| Wabash.. T.|.08 .67....( T. | T. 3.78
Pana...... Mississippi. L0265 .02....(.... b5.77
Parisl||... .| Wabash.... . 15| e T 7.96
Pearlll{l... .| lilinois .. 18 .30 .03]....|....|. 4.63
Peoria***. ., .. inois ... L02f,...| T.{T. 2.40
Quineyllll. .. ..| Mississippi. Y 7] N P N 4.25
Roberts. ... ..! ' Wabash.... T.|T. 2.82
Rushville. ..| Nlinois .. N PO 4.01
Sideil........o.o.... Wabash.. T. | T. 5.70
SPRINGFIELD***..| Ilinois.. AT T . 3.93
Tuscola............. Wabash.. T.| .02 . 5.31
Urbana | ||.. ..i Wabash.... T. | T. 4.91
Warsaw|l].. .. Mississippi. 4.30
White Hall . P Mlnois v .ovvvee| .04] 4.91
Windsor .. A Mississippi...... 6.96

Southern Division.

Albion......o Wabash......... ceedfoned] 27) 00

38| 14} .02 .
Anna.... . hio..... L10{ . 40) RN
Cairo***..... ..| Mixssissippi. .46/ .01 AN
Carbondale. ..} Mississippi. L1357 T
Chester]|l. ..| Mississippi. 10| . 62, e
DuQuoin...... .. Mississippi. veeo) 0B L 47! T.
Edwardsville. ..| Mississippi. L03] .22 .07 .15
Equality...... -.| Ohio...... - <ol <08 .51 cess
Ewing.... .. Mississippi. L 18| .30 . 08|.
Fairfield.. .| Wabash.... .. 300 .35|..
Flora....... L02,...0 .66 .
Greenville...... L26] .12, .26 e
McLeansboro ......| Oh el 18,43 3| .01
Mascoutah.......... Mississippi. .03} . 24] .07, AT
Mount Carmell|l{l...| Wabash.... ... .08 .55 6| .01
Mnunt Vernon [ [}...| Mi i . 07| .46 JP
Nashville........... X 02] . 02] . 38 T.
New Burnsidel/]l.... .02/ . 46 L]0
COlneyllll............ .22] |53 NS
Salem............... T.| .19 .20 11 T.
Shawneetownlifi.. 0L .5
Sparta.......... T. | .21] .27 T.

Waterloo.....

. e o
T |00 I o) as

T oa) L el

. .d3i
i

Except as otherwise indicated observations are made in the evening or late afternoon, and precipitation recorded is for the 2¢ hours ending at the time of observation.
**« Regular Weather Bureau station; precipitation is for the 24-hour period, midnight to midnight. ’ :

[l Precipitation measured in the morning; amount then recorded is for the preceding 24 hours.

* Precipitation included in the next following measurement.

1., Trace, or less than .01 inch prgeipimtion. .



33 CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA: ILLINOIS SECTION. May, 1917.

Daily temperatures for May, 1917.

. i i : { J
Stations. 1,213 4‘5‘6’7{8’9;10 11{12 13!14‘15‘16 17’18‘19‘20‘21I22}123‘24’25[26'27128,29'301’31 Mean.
i | ! i
i ! |
Northern Division. I ‘ }
ANEAO ey {Maximum ... | 54 87| 500 47 57 62 64| 67 65 66 65 67 67 74 80| 82 86 88 891 83 70| €0 64 72 72, 82 66
"""" Minimum.... | 3. 38 40 32| 32[ 331 35 39| 42 40| 41 39| 38 41 49| 52 56| 59 65| 59| 46) 42} 32 38 42l 52 50
Antioch 3 Maximum ... | 80| 54 58 45 50| 54 20 56| 54y 64! 55/ 60| 60 740 78 80| 87 80| 85 U5 49 41 55 63 7l 58 58
Somereettt U Mindmum. ... | B8] 34| 31| 38) 33| 37 32 38| 32) 32 37) 36 35 88: 52| 501 53| 50| 52 42| 41) 36| 31| 35 37 46! 44
AUTOTr s sessieenenns §Maximum ...\ 25 8 57 47| 50 54 L b3 89 &4 60 €1 &2 7 79 & &0 85 & 71 8 4 55 ol G 67 @
""""" { Minimum.... | 35/ 43| 54| 39| 35 38 34| 37 34| 28 36| 33 360 38 45 44| 46| 58 60 46/ 42 37 28| 34 36/ 47| 47
Chicago 3 Maximum ... | 53| 56| 48 45 47| 47| 54| 52| 45| 52| 49y 49| 50: 68 78 8l 87, 74{ 88 65 52 44| 56 64| 60. 6] 52
"""" tTU U Minimum. ... b 40| 42 39} 40 40/ 41 41| 40! 41| 44| 42| 427 44 57 60 61| 54| 64| 43| 44 39 37| 44] 47] 50| 45
Dixon § . 3‘1\1ﬂximum ...| 88 69 57 49| 53] 54| 60| 60 62 62| 62 65 65 72 79| B0 81 8 86 68 54l 45/ 58 b G| 67| 65
) Minimum. .. | 34 85| 35 40 33| 30{ 29/ 39| 39| 81 38 33 37| 85 45| 45| 51 53| 65 50| 49/ 39, 33| 37 37 50| 48
Dwight . gMuximum ... | b4 58 58 470 50| 54| B9 59 62| 60| 62| 64 63 7L 78 &2/ 88 84 90| 82 73| 52| 58 68 71 78 63
""""""" Minimum....: 36, 34] 35| 42| 32| 36| 31 37 35 81 40 32| 35| 33| 46| 50; 50| 59| 59 52 47 38! 35 407 29| 52| 50
Elgin s zMuximum. . Bll OB 57 bu| bl B3| 60| 60 55| 63| cOi 62 62 73 77 B8O ¥6| 85 87 8L 56 44| b5 64 69 67 63
""""" Minimum.... | 34| 361 32| 34 34| 38| 32 40| 34 80| 40| 37| 36| 87 52| 56| 49/ 58 56| 45| 44| 37 31| 44) 37 4¥ 46
FLCEDOTt. +vvevererses {Maximum ... | 53| 55/ 56/ 48] 56| 55' 62| 60| 63| 64' 65 67} 6& 76! 75 82| 86| 57| 87 78 56) 48 58 €5 70| 65 65
""" Minimum.... | 32/ 35| 35 36f 31) 381} 30 38 38| 32| 40| 34| 34] 37 46{ 49| 50| 57 66| 47 43] 36/ 31 37 36| 50 46
GRlva S eeernnns {Maximum ... | 54 47 52 46| 54| 53| 59| 631 62| 62( 63 65/ €3] 72 78 8L 85 87 90| 80| 70| 45| 62| €91 72 84| €5
e IMinimum.... | 34 52| 38| 3y 301 30, 33/ 3§ 39| 38 41| 38 48 38 48 52 55| 00| 64) 60| 50{ 400 32 32 42| 47 49
Joliet... Maximum ... | 53 58 56/ 48 51 50 58 53| 581 8| 56| 61 60| 70| 78| 82 ‘87 850 w9 63 59| 47| 56| €4 68 68 58
Minimum.... | 36| 35| 34| 38 35 36] 3s| 33 82/ 27] 33| 36 35 34| 50| 48/ 44| 53| 61 43 45| 8| 33| 38! 37 4§ 47
Kankakee$$......... g.\luximum ..o B3 bb] B9 45 B3] S BY| 57 9| 61 58 61 611 70, 77 81| 86| 88] 90| 71 73 47 59| 66, 7T1] 75 57
e Minimum.. 36| 3560 35 42 34| 89 34| 37 45] 27) 40 36| 36| 38 47| 49 45 561 64| 49 49 46] 36| 40{ 3§ 49| 49|
Minonk .. § Maximum . 55 60! b6l 53| 53] 55| 59 62| 64] 64) 651 66| 69 73} 77 82| 87| 89 89 &Y 72| 51 61 70 72 81| 75
ST ey CMinimum,. .| 360 32] 36 39| 31} 33 21 35 B4 370 43) 33 36| 36| 46| 47| 47 B4 65 55 5l 20| 220 301 42 53 52
MOUMOUth «.vnenen.. {Maximum .. o 57 52 47} 5 56 0 G 65 65 G 63 6 7 78 81 85| 87 89 82 72| 511 63 70| 70| 84 08
Minimum.... | 33| 39 40| 34] 3G 30| 32 41 43| 40| 42| 37 39| 44| 52| 51| 56/ 59 65| 59 51 38 36| 41] 40[ 54y 51
Mount Carroll. ...... g Maximum ... | 54/ 5% 55 50| 55| 54; 641 60 64 65 64| 66| 67 7| 790 B4 87 90 90| 78 BY 47 60| 68 71 T 64
B Minimum....| 33| 48| 36; 84| 33| S1] 29 38| 37 32| 36 34| 33| 36; 44| 46/ 50| 55| 65 50! 43| 36, 31 36} 38 SO 49,
OLAWE - e e eennnnnnns ?Maximum ... b9 60f 58 b1 52l 85 61] 6l 63) 62 64 65! 68 T4l 79| 84 8y 921 92| 72 68| 46| 61 70, 73 83| 69
Mimimum.... | 41| 35| 36 41} 53] 85 32 36; 35 32| 46| 35/ 36| 34/ 48 47| 48 50 62 43) 45 39| 33| 39 9 52 42
Pontiac. ... ; Maximum-,.. | 55| 59 86| 54y 51f b4| 58 59| 64| 64/ 64' 65 64) 72| 77/ 82| 86 88 90| 85 V2 54 60| 68 73 80| 75
Minimum.... | 36| 35| 37 41| 32 370 33} 3% 56] 35| 45| 35 36; 36/ 48] 51| 54 60| 67 55 52| 39| 34 41 43| 54| 52
RIEY oo v, sMaximum.A.. 52| 57 56| 45/ 48f 62 59 55| 85 60! 58 61 62 71 77 BO| 86 81 88 74 50| 420 56| o4 70| 65 62
""" o { Minimum 320 320 33| 88| 82 81 34] 391 33) 32 28 U4 341 391 47) 48| 52 57| 6U| 43 420 361 290 35 37 491 45
RockEora$s. ... ...... §Maximum...| 54| 60 59| 49l 51 55 63| 59 61 05 61 64 67 75 79 82 87| 85| B9 65 48| 45| 59 66| 72 66 66
’ o ¢ Minimum.... | 33 83 33 89| 3L 31 30| 42| 35| 30| 40| 34| 33| 35 47| 83| 52| 60| 65 44| 47| 38 30| 36| 37 bl 46
Central Division. |
Alexander. .......... 3 Maximum...! 59 59| 55 49, 54| 55 57| 67| 68 69| 67| 64] 65 70; 79| 8] 84: 85 88
R Minimum.... ' 37| 40| 39| 361 32| 39 35 34| 40| 41| 48] 34| 38 38 431 5l 54 61, 67
Bloomington......... § Maximum ... . 55 38 55 50: 53 33| 57 61| Gl 65 65 66 66 73| 79| 83| 87 86| 90
CMinimum.... ) 360 33| 88 331 31| 36 820 85| 37 390 46/ 33 37 35 46| 48/ 54| 59| 63
Carlinville........... }Maximum .oy Ul 59 B3 49 56| 57| 56| 66| 71/ 70| 67| 66 G5 70| 79 80 8 83| 87
. Minimum. . 48| 411 411 87 38| 37 37| 34| 39| 421 49 35; 38| 88| 4y 45| 50| 58 63
Charleston,...oveunn. %Maximum. | B9 62 55 b4 50 521 b6l 62 63| 70 66 63( 62| 68 7ol B3| 86 85 85
Minimum. ... 88 870 41 34¢ 32) 330 34| 34| 86| 45\ 46) 33 86| 321 44) 42| B3 BBy 6L
Danville. . .oeeenennn. % Maximum ... 60 6L 58 52 52| 51i 55| 60| 62| 64] 65| 64 621 70; 78 83| 86/ 85 89
Minimum.... " 38 36 39 350 34| 39) 34| 37| 34) 40, 47 38 37| 35 44| 47 47 61 65
Decatur§$............ Maximum ... 58 62 541 41| 55 55| &Y| 65| 65 70| 68 06 69 72 79 8l 84| 84| 88|
Minimum.... . 387 40| 40| 40/ 32| 38 33| 37| 39| 42| 46 35 48 36| 46| 49 5a| 60| 62!
Havana$f.....ooeeens Maximum...| 57| 57| 562 45| 51 56; 59| 68 66/ 67| 66| 66 67 72 81 84 83 88 40
. Minimuw.... | 37 40| 4L} 39; 36| 37 -37| 36| 43| 42| 48 38 42| 40| 48 43| 52| 57| 67
TaHATDE. vnvnrnnnns 3Maximum ... B8l 56| 51 50, 56| 54| 58 66! 68| 67| 65| 65 64 72| 78! L 85 88 88
Minimaum.... | 34 41] 400 43° 32| 321 36/ 39 43| 42| 441 37| 42 42| 44 46| 52| 55| 65
Lineon veeernernnn.. % Maximum...| 8% 60 55 .51 54| 54 69 66 64 70| 65! 67| 67| 72| 80 82 86| 85 89
Minimum.. 370 35| 401 34| 320 38 30| 31| 38| 41| 47 33 38| 33| 42| 421 52} 55| 65
Montrose$§$........ S, Maximum . 58 611 64} 431 52| O4i 541 62 66] 69 65 65 63 68 78 T 82 80; 8
IMinimum.... ' 39 38 42} 42 32) 860 330 34| 36| 36| 45/° 33| 36 832, 41) 47| 48 54} 57
Palestine .......vvv.. %Maximum Looi AU G3] B7) 481 521 55| 66 62| 64f 68 O} 64) 62| 68 T8 -80] 81 79 85
Minimum.... | 420 43} 44| 38| 35 41l 47 39| 37 48 48| 39] 42| 40| 51| 54 66| 60| 60
PANA. .. oerenannennns §Maximum ... | 59| 59 56| 50] 52 54 58 64] 67 72 65 64 66| 69| 79 81 84 8 87
¢Minimum, ... | 38 41 400 34! 310 37 35| u7| 40] 42| 48| 36, 39, 39| 49/ 54| 51 59 &)
Parist .oeeeerrennens {Maximum.... | 86 62| 56 44| 53| 55 57| 63| 65 71| 8] 67 ©6 71 80 82 85 83| 87
(Minimum.... | 38| 39 40| 38 32| 35| 34 37| 89| 43| 45| 35| 88 36 43| 53 57| 39 60
Peoria gl\[aximlml .| B3 57| 55| 45) 53 53 58 60| 61 63| 63 63 05 71 76| 80| 84| 85 88
(Minimum.... ! 39 87: 40; 36 330 34 331 35 40| 43; 44| 37 42; 38| 46/ 50 50| 5% 62
QUINCY §..+vveenn... gMglximum ...| B4 57 49 48 54 33 58 69 69) 671 ¢7| 70| 65| 7 81, 80| 841 89| 87
Minimum.. 47 4l 41 37, 850 370 37 38 43| 490 49 46 48/ 45 48/ 4l B8 63 68
Rushville..oovvnrnnns 3 Maximum. . 58 08| 52 51 54 55 68 68 69 66 70| 65) 63| 70! 80| 82| &5 87 8Y
Minimum.... | 35 41 39 341 32 44 34 37 43| 47 53| 36/ 37 41 46/ 50| 520 57 U3
SPRINGFIELD...... Maximum .,. | 58 58 52 47/ 53| 53| 56/ 66/ 64| 68| 65| 64] 65| 70| 78/ 82 86, 83 89
Minimwum.... | 40| 45 40| 35 35. 411 38| 41| 45! 44| 45 40| 42 46| 52 56| 56 61 66
Urbana$$............ § Maximum ... | 53| 56, 54| 41| 50. 52 55 58/ 58. 4] 62l 62 62 68 76| 79 82 82 86
{Minimum.... 36 35 38 4L 34| 37| 34/ 30| 35| 41| 43| 36, 38 38 44| 50| 52 57 60
White Hall .......... $ Maximum ... | 61 38 53| 51| 56 58/ 58/ 68 72 72 68 68 67 72| 81 83 86/ 86 90
(Minimum.... | 38 40| 41 38| 33 38| 38 34| 40| 40, 49 36| 40| 37| 41 45| 47 60| 04
Southern Division.
AlDION. v {Ma.ximum ... B3] 65 57| 48| b0 57 55| 66 72| T 83| 84| 85 88 74| 80 71.2
(Minimum.... | 42} 42| 45| 37| 36, 40, 40| 38| 40| 47 51y 531 bh| 61 59 62 47.4
(67701 < DU Maximoam ... | 65 68 59 55! 56 56/ 55 65| 71 69 81 811 83 84 81 s8] 71.0
Minimum..,, 42 43 D i 53 54| 58 62| 67 63| 69! 52.7
Carbondale. ......... Maximum ... | 66 73 84 84 85 87 82 732
Minimum.... | 41 49 48| 49| 60 65 6l 61 48,1
Equality...ooeeeennn. $ Maximum ... | "67 73 85 &5 86 87 78 84 73.9¢
¢ Minimum.... | 42 43| 61j 61 66 60 62 49,51
FLOTR e vrneennns 3Ma,ximum - 69 80, 80| 82! 85 720 5 69.1
! Rriiui_mum... (1)(]1 45 Zi 23 85| 38 5“1 601 47.2
rille. o aximum . 13 73 5 $6{ 85 00 748 716
Greenville..... zMinimum..“ 39 44 52| 52| 59 6L 58 590 47.8
MecLeansboro. ....... g Maximum ... | 6L 70 83l 83 83 36| 6 81 70.5
» Minimum 41 46 521 54| 57 61 61 63 48.5
Mascoutaln .......... zMaximum .| 6 7] 83 84 85 89 72| 78 71.0
{%im‘mum.... 40 44 47 8U| 57 29 60 58| 46,1
,,,,, Maximum ... |.... 71 821 83 83 87 ¥4 677 70.5%
Mount Vernon$h gi[im’mum.. P B 3 L 45 48| 53| 58 61 g; 60| 60| 48, 6™
; ide$s$..... Maximum ... | 64 7 821 82 84| 85 78 &2 .7
New Burnsidefs...... J BExiiim - | & 47 47| 53| &7 60| 58 57 ) 462
SpArta. ... oernn... 3Ma.ximum | e 71 a3 84| 84 87] 83 ; BT T2
Minimum.... [* 40 30 54 56| 6U] 64 58 61 45\ 39| 46| 53| 60| b4 51 52| 61 59 48.3

§$ Instruments are read in the morning; the maximum temperature then read is charged to the preceding day, on which it alnost always occurs.
Reference letters, ®, ®, ¢, ete., appearing in the table indicate number of days missing; for example, P represents two days, etc.
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THE TORNADOES OF MAY 26TH AND 27TH, 1917.
By CLARENCE J. Roor, Section Director.

Severe and destructive tornadic storms occurred in Illinois and some of the ad-
joining states on May 26th and 27th, causing in Illinois alone 105 known deaths, the
injury of 680 persons, and property losses of three and one-third millions of dollars.
'he 7 a. m. weather map of May 26th shows a center of low barometer (29.35 inches) at
Sioux City, Ia., with east and southeast winds in central and northern Illinois, and all
stations reporting showers and thunderstorms during the night. At 7 p. m. the dis.
turbance was central in northern Illinois, the readings ranging from 29.54 inches to
29,56 inches. During the time of the tornadoes the low pressure center was probably lo-
cated in southeastern Jowa, thus placing the more important tornado in the southeast.
ern quadrant of the ‘'low.” Saturday evening a seecondary center appeared in Texas,
moving to Oklahoma by Sunday morning, and southern Illinois by Sunday evening.

The northern storm was first seen at Mendota, La Salle County, at 3:10 p. m. of
the 26th. It moved slightly south of east, gradually curving to the eastward, moving
through the northern part of La Salle County, near the boundary between Kendall
and Grundy counties, traversing the entire width of Will County, and expending its
force after passing across two counties in Indiana. It passed through Manbattan at
4:50 p.m. and reached Kouts, Ind, at 5:56 p. m., thus traversing a distance in both
states of 110 miles in 2 hours and 46 minutes, or at an average velocity of translation
of 40 miles per hour. Itis reported that a funnel-shaped cloud appeared, but that it
was not clearly defined; also that the trees lay in all directions, but principally to the
southeast. However, the twisted condition of the trees, the plucked birds and fowls,
the length and narrowness of the path, and the great destruction wrought, indicate
clearly that the storm was a tornado. The path varied greatly, being as wide as 3
miles in places, but the worst effects were noted in.a track about one-half mile in width,
Intense darkness was reported by those directly in the path of the storm, and heavy
rain and hail fell, some of the stones being as large as hens' eggs. The cooperative
observer at Joliet measured a hailstone 1.25 inches by 3.92 inches. From its point of
inception in La Salle County, the storm caused only minor damage until it reached
Will County; but the towns of Manhattan and Monee and the rural sections east of
Manhattan sutfered severely, and sast of Monee practically nothing was spared. The
newspapers report a number of freakish results of the tornado, characteristic of storms
of this nature. In Will County 3 lives were lost, 36 persons were injured, a number of
houses and many farm buildings were totally destroyed and many more badly dam-
aged. The loss to property was at least $750,000.

The central tornado was remarkable, not only on account of its severity, but
because of its great length. A severe hailstorm oceurred at Louisiana, Mo., on the
Mississippi River, and it is,probable that the storm started about there, because the
tornado cloud was first seen at Pleasant Hill, 8 miles east of Louisiana, at noon of
the 26th. From this point it moved due east in a remarkably straight line through the
counties of Pike, Greene, Macoupin, Montgomery, Christian, Shelby, and Coles, to
Charleston; then bore to the southeastward through Clark County, and thence across
three-fourths of Indiana, terminating near North Vernon in that State. - It passed
Pearl at12:20 p. m., White Hall at1:00 p. m., through Modesto at 1:30 p. m., past
Owaneco at 2:20 p. m., through Westervelt at 2:50 p, m., Mattoon at 3:30 p. m., Charles.
ton at 3:45 p. m., Marshall at 4:25 p. m., and ended its career beyond North Vernon,
Ind. at 7:20 p. m. Tt covered 188 miles in Illinois and 105 miles in Indiana, or a total
length of path of 203 miles in 7 hours and 20 minutes, or at an average velocity of
translation of 40 miles per hour. This is the exact velocity of the northern storm.
Across the State from the Mississippi River almost to Mattoon, all eye witnesses agree
that the storm had the typical funnel-shaped tornado cloud with swinging tail, and
east of Charleston the same type of cloud was reported, but the writer, who visited
Mattoon and Charleston, failed to find anyone in those cities who saw a funnel-shaped
cloud. Eye witnesses who were near the edge of the city, and had an unobstructed view,
agree that the approaching storm appeared as a low, boiling mass of clouds, one part a
little to the north and the other a little to the south. The parts seemed to roll toward
one another, coming together and downward like the meshing of a pair of cog-wheels.
There was an abundance of evidence of true tornadic action, as will be deseribed later.
and, in explanation, it might be suggested that the cloud was so low that there was no
room for the usnal pendant portion. The effects of the tornado were felt over a path
more than one-half mile wide, but the path of serious damage, while varying consider-
ably, was generally about one-fourth mile in width. The storm seemed to lift at times,
causing little harm at some places in its path, but inflicting great destruction at others.
The tornado passed 23 miles south of Springfield, close enough for a shower of leaves
tofall in the south part of the city, but there was no local variation in the barometric
pressure curve. Barograph and thermograph records are maintained at the State
Normal 8chool in Charleston, one mile south of the middle of the storm track. The
temperature fell 16° and then recovered slightly. The barometer fell abruptly 0.27
inch and then rose immediately 0.40 inch, and quickly returned to the starting point.
The precibitation was 1.81 inches, and large hail was reported.

The tornado first touched the earth at Nebo in Pike County, where 3 persons
were injured and some property was damaged. It passed the towns of Pearl and White
Hall at a distance of less than a mile, causing damage to farm properties in its course
and injuring three persons. After leaving the vicinity of White Hall, no further dam-
age was reported until Modesto, 22 miles distant was reached. This town, with a pop-
ulation of 300, suffered a loss of $120,000. Three lives were lost, 16 persons were injured,
30 houses were destroved, and 35 were badly damaged. The width of the path was
reported as about 120 rods. The storm then traveled 50 miles through the rural sections,
but the destruction in those parts was not great. The next town reached was
Dunkel, where several houses and barns were destroyed, and at the neighboring town
of Assumption a damaging hailstorm occurred. Some stones were § inches in circum-
ference. From near Dunkel to Westervelt, a distance of 11 miles, the wind destroyed
or wrecked almost everything in its path, and killed a boy in the country. Westervelt,
a village of 200 population, lay directly in the path of the storm, and here all dwellings
on both sides of one of the streets were damaged. In this town 5 lives were lost, 25
were injured, 10 houses were destroyed, and 9 badly damaged. The loss was approxi-
mately $50,000. Leaving Westervelt there was no important damage until the tornado
entered the narrow lower part of Moultrie County, from which place the damage in-
creased until the storm struck Mattoon.

Mattoon is a city of about 15,000 population.  The storm entered this city at

about 3:30 p. m. Previous to its approach the atmosphere became sultry and very op-
pressive. Rain began a few minutes before the storm broke, becoming heavy after the
wind, and continuing for some time. Large hail accompanied the wind and it became
quite dark. The tornado cut a swath across the extreme north part of the city a distance
of 2 1-2 miles. For convenience the writer has divided the affected area into certain
zones, according to the damage inflicted, the central path to be known as the zone of
total destruction, on either side & zone of partial destruction, and beyond these would
be zones of minor damage. The section was occupied by laboring people, and most of
the houses were cottages or small dwellings, generally without cellars. There were
same open spaces in the central zone, but the major portion was thickly populated.

Throughout its length and over a path 2 1-2 blocks wide there was complete devastation.

Scarcely a wall was left standing, and very few fallen walls were left intact, especially
east of the Illinois Central Railroad. The buildings were reduced to kindling in every
instance, and household effects were scattered into other localities or blown into the
country. There were few remaining articles of any value, and aside from kindling and
junk, the salvage will amount to very little. The zone of partial destructiou on the
south was 3 1-2 blocks wide and stretched 2 1-2 miles aeross the city, but on the north
this zone occupied only a small arm of inhabited ares, considerable open country, and
the cemeteries. In these zones houses were tipped about or unroofed, walls were
torn out, but the destruction was only partial. Two manufacturing plants, a large
modern school building, and a store or two were badly damaged. In the cemeteries
tombstones were blown over and many valuable trees were ruined. There was little
minor damage in the open country on the north, but this zone on the south was three
blocks wide. In the business district and south side, the damage was confined to
window glass and tree limbs. There was ample evidence of tornadic action. In
most cases, the leaves, tops and branches of the trees were carried away, leaving only
the gaunt trunks and heavier parts of the main limbs, but some trees were uprooted
and others broken off. The broken trees'showed twisted fractures. The path of the
storm through Mattoon bore just & little north of east. Trees along the south edge of
the main path mostly fell to the northeast, but some east and some north. No trees
fell to the west in any part of the zone of total destruction, but they did fall to the west
in the north zone of partial destruction. Itis interesting to note that the southern
limit of the zone in which the trees fell to the west coincides exactly with the northern
limit of the zone of complete destruction. This indicates that the greatest wind force
occurred on the south of the actual center of the whirl. Many of the buildings “ex-
ploded”, all walls falling outward. Many interesting and peculiar circumstances were
related by the survivors. The writer saw a piece of wood driven through a telegraph
pole, and receipts and an insurance policy were found in Indiana, more than 50 miles
away. The numerous instances of escape from death or serious injury are most re-
markable. Persons in houses that were totally destroyed, the debris being scattered
over the neighborhood, were uninjured. To view the scene of destruction, one would
think it impossible to pass through it without injury, butmany did. The destruction
in any one place probably occurred in about 40 seconds, but the wind blew hard for a
considerably longer time. All public servicesin the affected area were out of com-
mission. The statistics for Mattoon are: Lives lost, 53; number injured, not less
than 400; houses demolished, 496; houses partially wrecked, 134; minor damage, 150;
number of persons homeless, 2500; business institutions wrecked, 5; loss to buildings,

$900,000; to personal property, $300,000.

From Mattoon to Charleston, a distance of 11 miles, every farm suffered the loss
of, or serious damage to its buildings. The little town of Loxa escaped without much
damage. Entering Charleston on the west, the tornado cut through the city much asit
did Mattoon; but the path here was closer to the busine$s section. Charleston is smaller
than Mattoon, but here business interests were hard hit. The path through Charleston
was one and one-half miles in length, and varies from 1200 to 1800 feet in width. The
storm moved in adirection north of east, through a district that was largely commercial
but mainly residential. Here, as in Mattoon, the houses were of the poorer type, hut
there was no zone of total demolition, perhaps because the houses were better built, Tn
this path the damage varied from total destruction to minor damage, and all gradations
; occurred in the same neighborhood. Two lumber yards and both railway stations were *
destroyed, and the high school building, electric power station, and gas reservoir wers
badly damaged. The city was without gas and electricity for several days. A fine
grove of Jarge trees at the Fair Grounds was almost ruined, and an excellent opportunity
was here presented to study the action of the wind, All fallen trees exhibited a
twisted break, instead of a straight fracture. South of the middle of the path the-
trees fell to the east and northeast; directly in the middle, to the north and the south;
and on the north side of the track they fell to the northwest and west. Two brick
buildings near the public square, and outside the main track, were quite badly dam-
aged, and trees suffered over the entire city. The statistics for Charleston are: Lives
lost, 38; injured, 182, of whom 72 required nursing care; homes destroyed, 221; homes
seriously damaged, 265; families homeless, about 285; business buildings damaged, 13;
damage to buildings, $631,000; personal property loss, $150,000.

After leaving Charleston the storm moved slightly south of east, passing through
the northern part of Clark County and entering [ndiana. East of Charleston two
persons were killed. The edge of Marshall came within the path, and some damage
and personal injuries occurred there, Most of the buildings in the little town of Liv-
ingston were wrecked, and several persons were injured. The property damage for
Clark County is $150,000. A summing up of the results of the entire central storm shows
a toll of 101 lives, the injury of 638 persons, and a property loss of $2,500,000.

In the late afternoon of May 27th, tornadic storms oceurred in southwestern I11i-
nois. At 5p.m. a storm a few miles east of Chester blew down buildings, injuring
people, and killing one man. Large hail fell in Chester, damaging glass and roofs. At
5:40 p. m. a tornado, with a- funnel-shaped cloud, struck Willisville, injuring five per-
sons and causing $30,000 damage, and there was some damage at Hallidayhoro at 6:30
p. m. A number of local storms, believed {0 have been straight blows, caused the death
of five persons in Alexander and Pulaski counties during the night of May 30th-31st.
The property loss probably amounted to at least $200,000.

Although there was some damage to crops during the May storms, the losses were
not great. Corn was just coming up, and grain crops did not suffer materially. Farm
orchards in the path of the storm were damaged or destroyed, but fortunately, the
tornadoes did not pass through any of the important fruit growing sections. Many
head of live stock were killed.




